
To learn about diseases related to pets
or salmonellosis visit CDC’s website at
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/pets/diseases.htm
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Reptiles—turtles, lizards, and
snakes—carry Salmonella bacteria. The
bacteria is shed in the reptiles’ poop
and gets on the reptiles’ skin, their
cages, and other things they touch.

You can pick up the bacteria on your
hands and spread it to other people.
Salmonella causes illness similar to food
poisoning with serious stomach and
intestinal distress, diarrhea and
vomiting.

Young children are at higher risk of
catching Salmonella and suffering severe
problems due to infection.  This is also
true for the elderly and those with
weakened immune systems.

How can you prevent the spread of
Salmonella? Keep handling of your pet
reptile to a minimum.  Always wash
your hands with soap and warm water
immediately after touching it.

Enjoy your pet reptile, and protect
your family from Salmonella
infection. Be safe.
Play by the rules!
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Reptile Rules

Keep reptiles out of homes and child
care settings with children under 5 or
people with weakened immune systems.

Wash your hands thoroughly after
you handle your pet reptile, its food or
anything it has touched.

Enjoy
your pet reptile, but
don’t nuzzle
or kiss it.

Cage your pet reptile in a habitat
designed for it; don’t let it roam around the
home.

Keep your pet reptile and its
equipment out of the kitchen or any area
where food is prepared.

Questions?
Contact your Local Health Department
with questions or for more information.
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Dear Colleague,

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) is pleased to provide camera-
ready art for printing this educational material. To ensure that the original quality of
the piece is maintained, please read and follow the instructions below and the
specifications included for professional printing.

• Use the latest version. DOH materials are developed using the most current
information available, are checked for clinical accuracy, and are field tested
with the intended audience to ensure they are clear and readable. DOH
programs make periodic revisions to educational materials, so please check
this web site to be sure you have the latest version. DOH assumes no
responsibility for the use of this material or for any errors or omissions.

• Do not alter. We are providing this artwork with the understanding that it
will be printed without alterations and copies will be free to the public. Do
not edit the text or use illustrations or photographs for other purposes
without first contacting us. Please do not alter or remove the DOH logo,
publication number or revision date. If you want to use a part of this
publication for other purposes, contact the Office of Health Promotion first.

• For quality reproduction: Low resolution PDF files are intended for black
and white or color desktop printers. They work best if you are making only
one or two copies. High resolution PDF files are intended for reproducing
large quantities and are set up for use by professional offset print shops. The
high resolution files also include detailed printing specifications. Please match
them as closely as possible and insist on the best possible quality for all
reproductions.

If you have questions, contact:
Office of Health Promotion
P.O. Box 47833 Olympia, WA  98504-7833
(360) 236-3736

Sincerely,
Health Education Resource Exchange Web Team
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